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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: SOPN PBOR MILI LE SY IS IO SA 

SUB J : PRESS STORY OF ISRAELI WARNING TO ARAB STATES ON SOUTH 
LEBANON 

1 . SUMMARY: AP HAS PUT OUT COMPLETELY FABRICATED STORY 
OF ISRAELI WARNINGS TO LEBANON AND OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES, 
TRANSMITTED BY USG, THAT IT WILL INTERVENE IN SOUTH LEBANON 
IF PALESTINIAN PRESENCE THERE INCREASES. END SUMMARY. 

2. CBS BEIRUT REPORTER DOUG TUNNELL LATE IULY 1 INFORMED 
EMBASSY THAT AP WAS PREPARING STORY TO EFFECT THAT USG HAS 
TRANSMITTED TO GOL ISRAELI WARNINGS THAT, SHOULD PALESTINIAN 
PRESENCE IN SOUTH LEBANON CONTINUE TO INCREASE, ISRAEL WILL 
INVADE. TUNNELL HAD PICKED UP STORY FROM LOCAL AP OFFICE, 
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BELIEVED THAT IT WAS OBTAINED BY LOCAL AP STRINGER FROM LOWER 
RANKING LEBANESE FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL (AP AMERICAN 
REPORTER NICK LUDDINGTON PRESENTLY IN CYPRUS.) 

3. ENGLISH LANGUAGE "IKE" JULY 2 CARRIES FRONT PAGE STORY, 
"LEBANON RECEIVES ISRAELI WARNING," WITHOUT WIRE SERVICE 
ATTRIBUTION, BUT REFERRING TO "A FOREIGN MINISTRY SOURCE." 
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ACCORDING TO "IKE," FONMIN SOURCE SAID WARNING WAS ALSO 
TRANSMITTED TO GOVERNMENTS OF EGYPT, SYRIA, KUWAIT, AND 
SAUDI ARABIA. STORY NOTES THAT FONMIN BOUTROS NOW IN PROCESS 
OF VISITING THE FOUR ARAB COUNTRIES. STORY ALSO ALLUDES TO 
"FEVERISH POLITICAL ACTIVITY" IN LEBANON CONCERNING SOUTH. 

4. L'ORIENT-LE JOUR JULY 2 CARRIES SMALL STORY ATTRIBUTED 

TO "DIPLOMATIC SOURCES" THAT ISRAEL HAS SENT "ULTIMATUN" TO 
GOL TO EFFECT THAT PALESTINIAN PRESENCE IN SOUTH LEBANON "HAS 
BECOME TOO IMPORTANT" AND THAT THEY (ISRAELIS) "MIGHT BE 
OBLIGATED TO INTERVENE WITH A CLEARING OPERATION IF THE 
PALESTINIANS DO NOT WITHDRAW FROM THE SOUTH." 

5. ARABIC PRESS JULY 2 CARRIES NO SUCH STORY. 

6. COMMENT: IKE AND L'ORIENT STORIES HAVE COME FROM AP. 

LOCAL STRINGER GOT STORY FROM ARAB EMBASSY. WE HAVE TOLD 
TUNNELL, AND WE WILL TELL ANY OTHER INQUIRING JOURNALISTS, 
THAT WE UNAWARE OF ANY SUCH MESSAGE. 

7. LATE ITEM: WE UNDERSTAND AFP IS PUTTING OUT STORY JULY 2 

TO EFFECT THAT GOL FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS ISSUED DENIAL OF STORY. 
PARKER 
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